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OUTGOING PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2019 
Charrai Byrd, Pharm.D. 

 
 

Last year, I took y’all to the morning church service. Today is the afternoon ser-
vice. We are here beloved! We are also awake because god woke us up this morn-
ing. This year went by fast! Time flies when you have so much fun doing things 
you love to do which is why we are in the profession that we are in! I am a phar-
macist, I am a technician, I am a student. I’m proud of the variety of services we 
accomplished this past year.  
 
We all have people in our lives that a difference in a positive or negative light. I 
feel the negative teaches you to be positive.  The NYC chapter did not get suc-
cessful with my mission and vision, it was successful because we worked as a 
team and got ish done! I’m most proud of that! I believe teamwork, makes the 
dream work and it must include respect. Not only should team members be re-
spectful with each other but the leader has to lead with respect. Ain’t nobody got 
time for bullying, negativity, and drama. Got to stay clear of those things because 
you would lose focus on the mission which is providing the best services for our 
members. 
 
The new practitioners committee, I tell you, Emily messing and Jessica Snead 
worked their asses off and pardon my French but they deserve every bit of credit 
for the things they did this past year! They raised over $2000 for AIDS Walk NY, 
$1000 for the American Cancer Society, and over $6500 for Cycle for Survival! You 
two made the NPC as great as it was when it was first initiated by Dr. Jason Bab-
by, NYCSHP Past President. Please join me in giving these 2 a big round of ap-
plause. 
 
We went into the social media age and not only 
have an official nycshp Instagram account but we 
also have an official YouTube page. This was an ar-
duous task and the board members worked hard. I 
give a lot of credit to our new historian, Dominique 
Maurice for putting our official NYCSHP Instagram 
account on the map. If you haven’t done so, make 
sure you follow us. Please and thanks! We also pro-
vided NYCSHP members with over 20 hours of con-
tinuing education programs this past year. I give the 
credit to Harshal, Jamie, George, and Maabo. You all 
are the reason for this accomplishment.  
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Volunteering for a large organization is not easy. We all have full time jobs, fami-
lies, and social lives. The dedication that the NYCSHP board shown this past year, 
means more than you’ll ever know. (call out each person and thank them) 
 
I didn’t get to where I am without those that helped me along the way. To my 
family (Radka, mama, daddy, Doreen, Troy, the dogs). You all have been my 
support, muse, and patient with me since I’ve been busy with so many activities 
this past year. Love you and thank you. Without you there is no me. My NYP 
family (Vickie, Caroline, George, Hermann, Bridget, Angela, my midnight pharma-
cy staff) I learn a lot from you and your support to NYCSHP by coming to our 
programs means a great deal. I appreciate all of you! On the state level, Leila, 
Joe, Liz Cobb, Andrew, Shaun, and Rebecca; you always helped our chapter with 
accreditation’s issues, chapter services, beans greens potatoes bananas lamb, 
hog, you name it! I appreciate your helping hand with me and to the NYC Chap-
ter.  
 
Finally, to the 700+ members who make up the NYC Chapter, never would have 
made it. See I never thought we could have made it without all of you. You sup-
ported NYCSHP by attending all of our education and non-traditional programs. 
Your feedback and continued membership say a lot. I always felt that you are 
paying an annual membership fee, we need to give you your money’s worth and 
then some! We work for you. You’re the reason why we are here. NYCSHP is suc-
cessful because of you.  To the incoming president, Maabo Kludze, girl you got 
this. As long as you have me and our strong board, there’s no task you can’t han-
dle. It’s bittersweet transitioning into the immediate past president role but that 
doesn’t mean God ain’t through with me yet. I wish you all many peace and 
blessings for the upcoming year. On that note, I’m out! (drops mic) 
 

OUTGOING PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2019 (Cont.’d) 
Charrai Byrd, Pharm.D. 
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INCOMING PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2019 
Maabo Kludze, Pharm.D., BCPS, MBA, CDE  

 

 
 

 
 

It is simply wonderful to see my family, friends, and colleagues here this evening. A great big 
thank you to the installation committee - Drs. Nima Vyas, Niki Patel, Amisha Arya, and Nina 
Chhabra for planning this year’s event. You did a fantastic job under the leadership of Dr. 
Harshal Shukla. Thank you to our outgoing president Dr. Charrai Byrd and to our immediate-
past president Dr. Karen Berger for leading us this past year and especially for providing me 
with guidance while I served as president-elect. Thank you for selflessly sharing your wisdom 
and insight on a variety of issues. 
 
My years of involvement with the New York City Society of Health-system Pharmacists 
(NYCSHP) is best captured in a speech Patricia Kienle from Cardinal Health, gave last year 
when she received the John W. Webb Lecture Award. In her speech, she spoke about saying 
YES. Saying YES to an opportunity even when you have no idea what you’re doing. I was first 
introduced to the NYCSHP in 2014, by Dr. Kwaku Marfo, a past-president of this chapter. He’d 
asked me several times to join the group for a board meeting, but I kept putting him off say-
ing I had important things to do but eventually I finally said YES. I thought to myself let me 
see why he keeps inviting me. I found the group inviting, welcoming, and everyone was so 
eager to contribute to the success of the organization. I attended a few more meetings and 
with the urging of Dr. Yi Guo I became more involved, but I wasn’t ready to go all in just yet. 
I thought about which volunteer position would take the least amount of my time. I did the 
math and volunteered to help edit the chapter’s newsletter, a year later I served as a director
-at-large and a delegate for 2 years and then president-elect. I am excited, delighted and 
humbled to be installed as the next president of the NYCSHP.  
 
Harvey Mackay, a businessman and author who gives career and inspirational advice, said 
“None of us got to where we are alone. Whether the assistance we received was obvious or 
subtle…” Therefore, I would like to thank my family here with me tonight, they have support-
ed me throughout my years of involvement. To my son Isaac for his quiet strength, diligence, 
and for being hard worker and always helpful; and to my daughter Serwaa for her intelli-
gence, wittiness and having a personality that lights up the room and always makes things 
seem lighter. It’s been a pleasure to be your mom. To my 
own mom, for her undeniable steadiness, strength and love 
to raise three women who are successful in their own right. 
To my sisters and cousins, Node, Attor, Pamela and Monica 
you always make it feel like home when we get together. 
To Frank Forson, for your unconditional support throughout 
the years.  
 
To my Acurity family, Bill Larkin, Dr. Liz Shlom, Dr. Sudha 
Narayanaswamy, Dr. Leila Tibi-Scherl, David Grish, Angela 
Ervin, Lap Chang, Dr. Rachel Sussman, Dr. Veronica Raco, 
Larry Cox, Phil Dickenson, ChrisKay Riddell, Peter Boucher, 
and Brenda Cora – thank you for making work at Acurity 
fulfilling and rewarding.  
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This chapter has been touted as one of the most engaged and active chapters, but this did 
not happen overnight. Theodore Zeldin an Oxford scholar and thinker said “The past is what 
provides us with the building blocks. Our job today is to create new buildings out of them.” 
The achievements of these past presidents are beyond measure. Each past-presidents’ efforts 
have contributed to a firm foundation for continued success. From Dr. Yi Guo who expanded 
our networking activities and collaborated with both the Westchester and Royal chapters. Dr. 
Jason Babby who put the chapter on the international stage with a medical mission trip to In-
dia.  Dr. Karen Berger who created greater awareness of legislative issues and encouraged 
active participation within our membership and finally Charrai Byrd whose efforts to involve 
students has created a wonderful connection to future leaders of this society. We will continue 
to build upon Yi’s vision and have invited the Royal chapter to join us in an inaugural and 
hopefully annual game night where each year a new chapter will be crowned as winner. We 
will continue to be keep members abreast of legislative issues with the help of Drs. Karen Ber-
ger, Andrew Kaplan, and Jamie Chin. I look forward to working with the board members of 
the respective schools of pharmacy.  
 
In addition to our commitment to the nonprofit organizations we support, I would like to en-
gage other non-profit organizations such as the Alzheimer’s Association and The Alliance for 
Positive Change, an organization that provides services to people living with HIV/AIDS. Our 
engagement with these organizations will provide a human touch to the many medications we 
are responsible for daily.  
 
The pharmacy profession is dynamic fueled by ongoing and important changes in healthcare 
that have placed greater demands on our profession. From new regulations affecting com-
pounding, New York State legislation on pharmacy technician activities, new drug approvals, 
the opioid epidemic, anticoagulation management, to drug shortages. It behooves us to keep 
updated and current on these topics. Our networking events and monthly continuing educa-
tion (CE) programs have served this purpose. But what we may neglect at times is the phar-
macist’s overall well-being required to implement and respond to these changes. In addition to 
the CE and networking dinners we provide, we’ve started and will continue to bring forth pro-
grams focused on financial education, stress and time management, and research skills – all 
to help your overall well-being so that you can practice at the top of your license.  
 
For the incoming board, I look forward to an exciting, fun and productive year. For those of 
you who have thought of getting more involved, I hope you will also be inspired by Patti 
Kienle’s words and say YES.  
Say YES to the opportunity to network with new and seasoned pharmacists;  
Say YES to gaining skills and hidden talents you didn’t know you had; 
Say YES to what lies ahead because the opportunity to do more for the future of pharmacy 
makes our profession stronger.  
Be a part of it! Thank you for the support and the opportunity to serve as president of NYC-
SHP!  

INCOMING PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2019 (Cont.’d) 
Maabo Kludze, Pharm.D., BCPS, MBA, CDE 
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2019 

Outstanding Student Award 
 

Virleny Garcia  
Touro College of Pharmacy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Outstanding Student Award is presented by the 
New York City Society of Health-System Pharmacists 
to an exceptional pharmacy student who has ex-
pressed dedication to health-system pharmacy. The 
New York City Society of Health-System Pharmacists 
Board of Directors selects the award recipient. 
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Jamie Chin, MS, PharmD, BCOP 
NYU Winthrop Hospital  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NYCSHP established the New Practitioner Award in 
2016 to recognize an exemplary new practitioner (<5 
years in practice) who has made significant contribu-
tions to the society, the profession, and who, through 
professional practice and activities has promoted the 
mission of NYCSHP.  
 
 

2019 
NYCSHP New Practitioner Achievement Award  
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2019 

NYCSHP Pharmacy Advocacy Award 
 

Shireen Farzadeh  
St. John’s University  

NYCSHP established the Pharmacy Advocacy Award in 
2017 to recognize an exemplary member who has 
made significant contributions to the society and pro-
fession through commitment to pharmacy advocacy 
on the local, state, and/or federal level and through 
active participation and leadership within the New 
York City Grassroots Advocacy Committee.  
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2019 

NYCSHP Harold Neham Award  
 

Karen Berger, PharmD, FCCM, BCPS, BCCCP 
New York-Presbyterian Hospital  

The Harold Neham Memorial Award was established in 
1982 by the NYCSHP to honor a member of the socie-
ty who has made a significant contribution to the liter-
ature and/or professional meetings promoting the pro-
fession of hospital pharmacy or improving hospital 
pharmacy services.  This award was named after Har-
old Neham, the first president of NYCSHP.  
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2019 

NYCSHP Joel Yellin Award of Merit   
 

Jason Babby, PharmD, DPLA, MBA, BCPS 
Mount Sinai Beth Israel Hospital  

 

The Award of Merit was established in 1967 by NYC-
SHP to honor an individual or a group of individuals 
for significant contributions, which have had a positive 
effect on the practice of hospital pharmacy in the met-
ropolitan New York area.  As of 2004, this award has 
been renamed the Joel Yellin Award of Merit, in honor 
of his devotion to the practice of pharmacy and the 
New York City and New York State associations.  
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Installation Dinner 2018 



 12 

 
Advocacy for 

our profession! 

NYCSHP  
Events 
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More NYCSHP Events! 
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Board of Directors 

 2018-2019 

President 
President-Elect 

Immediate Past President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Directors at Large 

Maabo Kludze  
Harshal Shukla  

Charrai Byrd  
Amber Johnson 

Victor Chen 
Emily Messing  

George Falbaum 
Jamie Chin 

2019-2020 

President 
President-Elect 

Immediate Past President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Directors at Large 

Charrai Byrd 
Maabo Kludze 
Karen Berger 

Amber Johnson 
Victor Chen 

Harshal Shukla 
George Falbaum 

Jamie Chin 

2018-2019 Committee Members 

Bulletin Editors 
Sasha Falbaum 

Alla Khaytin 
Christian Thomas  

 

Historian 
Dominuque Maurice  

 

Social Media 
Elsie Wong  

 
Faculty Liasions  
Eva Berrios-Colon 

Elsen Jacob 
Khusbu Patel 
Adam Smith 
Amy Wang  

 

Membership 
Christian Lee 

 

Installation  
Amisha Arya 
Jason Babby 

Kanika Ballani 
Nikki Bhogal  

Nina Chhabra 
Pavel Goriacko 
Christian Lee 

Niki Patel  
Nima Vyas 

 
 

New Practitioner  
Emily Messing 
Jessica Snead  

 

State Liaisons 
Elizabeth Cobb 
Andrew Kaplan 

 

 

Industry Relations 
Nikki Bhogal  

Niki Patel 
 

Community Outreach 
Leanne Svoboda 

 
Pharmacy Tech Committee 

Thomas Frisco 
Marina Petratos  
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PAST PRESIDENTS 
NEW YORK CITY SOCIETY OF HEALTH-

SYSTEM PHARMACISTS 

1956-57 Harold Neham 
1957-58 Harold Neham 
1958-59 Norman Baker 
1959-60 Arthur Dodds 

1960 April Leo Blackman 
1960 June Albert Kossler 
1961-62 Albert Kossler 

1962-63 Joel Yellin 
1963-64 Joel Yellin 

1964-65 Robert Leventhal 
1965-66 Gilbert Simon 
1966-67 Gilbert Simon 
1967-68 Bernard Mehl 
1968-69 Bernard Mehl 

1969-70 George Goldstein 
1970-71 Eugene Mills 

1971-72 Robert Feinberg 
1972-73 Ronald Post 
1973-74 Marvin Lew 

1974-75 Eleanor Schleider 
1975-76 Mary Link Bishop 
1976-77 Michael Morrone 

1977-78 Seymour Katz 
1978-79 Harry Hicks 

1979-80 Dorothy Testa 
1980-81 David Adelman 

1981-82 Diane Gerbauckas 
1982-83 Harriet Ellis 

1983-84 Michael Better 
1984-85 Harvey Maldow 
1985-86 Richard Zeitoun 

1986-87 Bruce Kaye 

1987-88 Anthony Pramberger 
1988-89 Barry Goldstein 
1989-90 Ray Gizienski 
1990-91 Catherine Dow 

1991-92 Anne Sorrentino 
1992-93 Michael Barrone 

1993-94 John Manzo 
1994-95 Frank Sosnowski 

1995-96 Ted Friedman 
1996-97 Abby Rosen 
1997-98 Jean Tang 

1998-99 Vincent Giambanco 
1999-00 Frances Jordan 

2000-01 Jennie Kopystianskyj 
2001-02 Vickie Powell 

2002-03 Darren Culshaw 
2003-04 Danielle Longo 

2004-05 Heather LaCorte 
2005-06 Bernadette Ellegard 

2006-07 Catherine Tom-Revzon 
2007-08 Emmanuel Palmero 

2008-09 Leila Tibi 
2009-10 Joe Pinto 

2010-11 Monica Mehta 
2011-12 Kwaku Marfo 

2012-13 Elizabeth Palillo 
2013-14 Mary Choy 

2014-15 Amisha Arya 
2015-16 Yi Guo 

2016-17 Jason Babby 
2017-18 Karen Berger 
2018 –19 Charrai Byrd  
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TAG US ON 
 Facebook/Instagram/Twitter 

#NYCSHP   

https://nycshp.org/ 

@officialnycshp  

https://www.facebook.com/NYCSHP 

  @NYCSHP  


