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Good evening!

Thank you all for being here today to celebrate
NYCSHP’s 57th Installation Event. It is an honor to be
sharing this year’s outgoing presidential address. I
would like to thank our installation committee,
especially Dr. Grashma Vadakkel, Dr. Jennifer
Orozco, Dr. Neha Shah, and Dr. Stephen Eng, for
making this installation possible and amazing! Thank
you to our industry partners who have collaborated
with us throughout the year and today. We value
your support and network!

I am so grateful and honored to work with
such an incredible team of leaders who have
been volunteering their time to give back to
the community and to this society. We have 
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accomplished so much this year. You are the author of your own story and the world is yours.
Thank you for being a part of mine! My goals this year included an Inter-professional Health and
Wellness CE series to develop programing outside of the traditional topics, partnering with allied
health organizations, develop our pharmacy technician programing, providing in person wellbeing
and resilience activities, hosting membership drives to increase membership, hosting hybrid
programming to allow members to attend in person and virtually, advertise and provide CE
takeaway summaries, and highlight/acknowledge/reward our membership for their involvement. I
am ecstatic to share that we have been successful with these initiatives because of our incredible
team! I cannot thank you all enough.

Thank you Immediate Past President, Dr. Harshal Shukla, for sharing your advice and managing our
resolutions, delegates, elections, and awards.

To our master of coin, Dr. Emily Messing, who has helped transform paperless
honorariums/reimbursement and kept our books in check. Thank you for being our
go-to for navigating the year’s budget and accounts.



Thank you to our secretary, Dr. Sefa Kploanyi, for keeping our monthly BOD minutes and
coordinating our elections.

Thank you, Dr. Matthew Li, for your leadership in our student relations, pharmacy technician, and
advocacy committees. You had developed a student mentorship program to prepare students for
interviews, coordinated a student clinical jam session CE, and co-presented with Dr. Jason Babby in
this year’s Etiquette dinner. Along with the pharmacy technician executive committee with Rafael
Roman, Christa Clay, Adrian Chatham, and Stephen Eng, we had developed a pharmacy technician
certification exam review series and presented this statewide as a CE series. Together, we
developed our first 3-day pharmacy technician CE symposium to engage and empower pharmacy
technicians. Thank you to those in the audience who had participated as panelists and advocated
for our pharmacy technicians, Christa Clay, Dr. Angela Cheng-Lai, Dr. Robert DiGregorio, Leslie
Serrano, Dr. Amisha Arya, Dr. Joseph Pinto, Dr. Frank Sosnowski, and Dr. Vickie Powell, you have
truly made a difference and inspired us. Thank you to Dr. Shanice Coriolan and Dr. Matthew Oswald
for taking the lead in advocacy with a CDTM CE featuring Dr. Joshua Rickard and his ambulatory
care services, partnering with schools of pharmacy and health systems to present advocacy
workshops, and participating in health fairs.

Thank you, Dr. Joshua Rickard, for sharing your professional opportunities with us. Congratulations
to Dr. Rebecca Chu and Dr. Cerris Chung for their ambitious goals as the Special Projects and
Community Outreach chairs. Thank you for fundraising over $3,100 in fun and interactive ways,
such as the tote bag fundraiser, fleece drive, toy drive, paint night, and developing the NYCSHP
Foodie Series (virtual cooking show series). You have donated to meaningful organizations such as
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, Heart of Dinner, Action Against Hunger, Central
Kitchen, and World Central Market. Thank you two our creative duo, Dr. Juri Chung and Dr. Mabel
Chan, for the incredible advertisements, promotions, member spotlights and top CE takeaways. You
have collaborated with all of our committees and have expanded our social media presence by more
than 90%. 

Thank you to our digital solutions chair, Dr. So Yi Lam, for revitalizing our website and sharing your
talents in technology. You came in Stephen and my time of need as we struggled to understand the
website within minutes right before our eyes. Thank you for also serving as our Autumn Exhibits
Chair to coordinate our autumn medication safety CE.

Thank you, Dr. Neha Shah, for your collaborative nature and strengths in strategizing throughout
the year. You and Dr. Marina Barsoum have worked effortlessly to increase our membership
initiatives, held two successful membership drives to recruit prospective members, and reached out
to members to renew their membership. Thank you to you, Dr. Grashma Vadakkel, Dr. Jennifer
Orozco, and Dr. Stephen Eng for all of your efforts making this installation happen so successfully
for us to all enjoy. 

To our New Practitioner chairs, Dr. Lilia Davenport and Dr. Tamara Hernandez, you
have developed fun and educational programs such as the Game Night CE and the
BCPS review sessions. Thank you for staying active as new practitioners during your
busy out of state PGY-2 programs.



To our Wellness and Resilience chairs, Dr. Terrence McSweeney and Dr. Rizwan Atiq, you have
coordinated lively activities to bond at Adventure Park Long Island, where we traveled together
through team building obstacle courses, collaborating with Dr. Rebecca Chu and Dr. Cerris Chung
for Paint Night, and participated in this year’s Cycle for Survival. Thank you for these great
experiences.

Thank you to our Preceptor Development chairs, Dr. Yi Guo Chen and Dr. Nicole Daukshus, for
coordinating educational CE programs in providing constructive criticism (thank you for
presenting, Angela) and precepting across generational divides (thank you for co-presenting,
Nicole). We have learned valuable tools to training the next generation of pharmacists.

Thank you to our bulletin editors, Dr. Vicky Liu and Dr. Jillian Gutierrez, for creating our bulletin
editions and sharing updates from our society to our membership and to share on social media and
our beautiful website.

To our Health Equity Chair, Dr. Elsen Jacob, you have developed incredible content and joined a
powerhouse of speakers. First advocating and educating about the LGBTQIA+ community; this was
such a special experience meeting and engaging with Assemblywoman Deborah Glick during our
event. Next, discussing the importance of representation of interprofessional collaboration with our
panel speakers, including Chief Equity Officer, Dr. Torian Easterling. Thank you for your thoughtful
efforts and also taking the lead in developing two meaningful health equity resolutions, which were
both adopted.

Thank you to Dr. Jason Babby, NYSCHP Director of Communications and our state liaison, for
providing us state council updates and engaging with our members during programs. Thank you to
NYSCHP Immediate Past President, Dr. Ruth Cassidy, and President, Dr. Angela Cheng-Lai, for your
meaningful support engaging with the NYC chapter and all of the chapters to bridge us together.

To Dr. Stephen Eng, you are phenomenal. I first met Dr. Stephen Eng during NYSCHP’s Annual
Assembly, when he and Dr. Jack Bao competed in our first Student Clinical Competition. The two of
them dominated the competition and it made Angela and I think, gee, either this competition is too
easy, or Stephen and Jack are way too smart! It has been such a pleasure to work with you this year.
We made such a dynamic duo with our brilliant NYCSHP team to brainstorm and achieve more than
we could imagine. Stephen is not only an outstanding clinician, friend, athlete, son, and so much
more, he is an exceptional and thoughtful leader. I am so excited for what is to come and I cannot
wait to be part of your team. And yes, since reflecting from the competition, he is beyond brilliant!

Thank you to my loving and supportive family and husband, Dr. Johnny Hon, who will be completing
his ASHP Pharmacy Leadership Academy and MBA this month! You inspire me every day!

The most rewarding part about serving as NYCSHP President is to innovate with, support, and uplift
our board members, committee chairs, and membership. We have achieved an outstanding amount
together as a team. Everyone has valuable contributions and it is an incredible feeling that we can
make a difference in our communities and in our profession. I too have learned and grown so much
this year working with so much talent and I am excited to celebrate this year’s accomplishments
tonight and welcome our new leadership! Thank you!



Good evening everyone and thank you all for
being here tonight. I am humbled to stand
before you as the incoming President of the
New York City Society of Health-system
Pharmacists (NYCSHP)! First, I’d like to thank
Drs. Neha Kumar, Grashma Vadakkel, and Jenny
Orozco for doing an incredible job planning
and organizing our 57th Annual Installation. I’d
like to also thank our many industry sponsors
who help make tonight’s program and many of
our programs throughout the year possible.
Lastly, I’d like to thank Dr. Jamie Chin-Hon.
Jamie, you have been an outstanding President
this past year, and I feel very fortunate to have
been your President-elect and learn how to 
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navigate this organization from you. Your passion and dedication for this organization
is recognized and appreciated by so many in this room. When I say Jamie worked hard
this past year, I mean she really worked hard. I remember it being mid-August last year
and I got a text from Jamie saying, “Hey Stephen, we’re finished planning all of the
events for the year so you’ll be able to begin planning the events come January,” and
my mouth dropped because we’d barely just begun the year and she already had it all
planned out! But I hope that just goes to show how dedicated to and passionate about
being President Jamie was. 

I’d like to start off with a quote that’s resonated with me since I was a young child --
one by which I’ve done my best to live my life by. To set the scene, it was 2007, I was
13 years old and an orange belt training in my mixed martial arts class. My partner and
I were doing kicking drills on the shield, and as I stepped forward to land a kick, I bent
my toe the wrong way and fell to the ground. I sat out for the rest of the class and
watched, and at that time I actually didn’t realize I had fractured my toe. But while
watching, my head instructor came over and asked me how I was doing. I said
something along the lines of “okay, just wish I could be back in class.” He then looked
at me and said, “I want you to remember something: ‘A Black Belt is a White Belt Who
Never Quit.’” 



Since then, I’ve applied that quote to just about every aspect of my life for two
reasons. First, it motivates me to never give up, and second, it serves as a reminder
that if I am truly passionate about something, I can overcome and persevere through
any obstacle in my journey. While I’ve had many influential martial arts instructors
who have guided and mentored me in my black belt journey, I’ve also had many
influential pharmacy mentors who have guided me in my pharmacy journey, and have
reminded me “A Black Belt is a White Belt Who Never Quit.”

One of my first mentors in my pharmacy journey was my good friend, Dr. Matthew Li.
It was September 2016 when he brought me to my first NYCSHP event where he was
giving a student clinical pearl presentation. While I thought I was just going to support
a friend’s presentation, I had no idea this would be the start of my NYCSHP journey.
During that event, I was met with smiling faces and got a glimpse at just one of the
many opportunities NYCSHP had to offer its members. 

Then, in moving along my pharmacy journey, I met Dr. Chung-Shien Lee and Dr. Grace
Shyh. They were both among my most influential APPE preceptors and showed me
early on how invaluable it was to have a pharmacist be a part of the interdisciplinary
team. I witnessed first-hand how we as pharmacists can make a meaningful impact in a
patient’s healthcare journey. Additionally, they showed me how important it was to
invest in the future of our profession - our students. They provided me with research
and writing experiences and opened up many doors of opportunity for me to grow as a
student both professionally and personally. After rotations one day in 2017, Grace
brought me to a Westchester Continuing Education (CE) event where I was fortunate
to meet Dr. Angela Cheng-Lai. I watched her give a phenomenal presentation on
managing patients with heart failure. Who knew then that five years later we would be
leading the organization together on a state and city level?

As I started my residency journey, I was fortunate to meet both Dr. Ruchi Jain, my
PGY1 Program Director, and Dr. Larry Buie, my PGY2 Program Director. While these
two have taught me many lessons and helped me persevere through residency, one of
the most important things I learned was outreach. Dr. Jain was President of the
Northern Chapter of the New Jersey Society of Health-system Pharmacists and Dr.
Buie was most recently the President of the Hematology/Oncology Pharmacy
Association. Through their leadership, wisdom, and passion for giving back to the
profession, they instilled in me the importance of reaching out to pharmacy
professionals on all levels - students, technicians, and pharmacists - to push the
profession forward and advance pharmacy practice through collaboration. They taught
me the importance of advocating for our profession and ensuring that through our
outreach, every patient has a pharmacist as part of his or her health care team. 



Now throughout my NYCSHP journey, I have met so many energetic and passionate
pharmacy professionals who embody these lessons I’ve been taught. This is what makes
our city chapter of almost 600 members and our state organization so great to be a
part of. I’d like to highlight two people specifically: Dr. Harshal Shukla and Dr. Jamie
Chin-Hon. They shared with me their vision and goals for our society, one that has a
foundation built upon by many past presidents. If I could summarize the lessons and
wisdom they’ve imparted in one word, it would be “onward.” They both led this
organization through the pandemic and persevered through uncertain times, but
through their leadership, passion, and tenacity they kept our society moving onward.
They were a constant reminder to me that “A Black Belt is A White Belt Who Never
Quit.” 

Now throughout my NYCSHP journey, I have met so many energetic and passionate
pharmacy professionals who embody these lessons I’ve been taught. This is what makes
our city chapter of almost 600 members and our state organization so great to be a
part of. I’d like to highlight two people specifically: Dr. Harshal Shukla and Dr. Jamie
Chin-Hon. They shared with me their vision and goals for our society, one that has a
foundation built upon by many past presidents. If I could summarize the lessons and
wisdom they’ve imparted in one word, it would be “onward.” They both led this
organization through the pandemic and persevered through uncertain times, but
through their leadership, passion, and tenacity they kept our society moving onward.
They were a constant reminder to me that “A Black Belt is A White Belt Who Never
Quit.” 

As I step into this new term, I do so with the lessons that these mentors have instilled
in me: Opportunity, Outreach, and Onward.

Throughout our pharmacy journeys, we’ve all had opportunities presented to us that
have helped us get to where we are today. For me in this President position, it started
with a “one minute” phone call from Harshal, but it was an opportunity that I simply
could not pass up. That is why along with this year’s Board of Directors, Drs. Jamie
Chin-Hon, Rebecca Chu, Emily Messing, Marina Barsoum, So Yi Lam, Shireen Farzedeh,
and Terrence McSweeney, we will work closely with the committees to identify and
create opportunities to engage pharmacy professionals and show them the value of our
organization. Additionally, along with the chairs of the Student Relations Committee,
Dr. Samantha Moore and Vanessa Xu, and the chairs of the New Practitioners
Committee, Drs. Shanice Coriolan and Matthew Oswald, we will focus on creating
opportunities and further engaging our next generation of pharmacists - our students
and new practitioners. 



Additionally, as we start to move on from the pandemic, it is important that we
strengthen and expand our outreach, both on a community front and an advocacy
front. Earlier this year, there was a statement released by the American Medical
Association in response to the Biden Administration’s Test-to-Treat COVID-19 Plan.
They stated that pharmacists were inept to manage drug-drug interactions or adverse
drug reactions through the establishment of pharmacy-based clinics. This just goes to
show that while we have done a lot of great work in advocating for our profession,
there is more work that needs to be done. We all know we are one of the most easily
accessible and trusted group of healthcare professionals, and that is why it is
important we strengthen our engagement with the community and our advocacy
efforts. I am excited that this year we will have three chairs leading our Advocacy
Committee: Drs. Sherry Mathew, Lilia Davenport, and Tamara Hernandez. They will
work closely with students, residents, pharmacists, and technicians to spearhead our
advocacy efforts through a collaborative approach. 

At this year’s House of Delegates meeting during the recent State Council Annual
Assembly, a resolution was passed that focused on supporting a larger enrollment of
students from historically underrepresented backgrounds in Doctor of Pharmacy and
Residency training programs. As a response, I am very excited that Dr. Amber Johnson
will head our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, previously called the Health
Equity Committee. This year, the committee’s focus will be on outreach. Together we
will identify ways that engage students from minority and underrepresented
backgrounds and educate them about the pharmacy profession. Additionally, the
committee will identify ways to support racially and ethnically minoritized pharmacist
trainees as they matriculate throughout the profession. 

And finally, for the last part of this year’s theme, as a society we will continue to move
onward, but not without the lessons that have been highlighted over the past several
years. The lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic compounded by the lessons from
social injustice and structured racism have emphasized that we are all on this journey
together, and that we need to strengthen our community to amplify our voices, take
the time to practice self-care, and remember that no matter how difficult the journey
may be, we move onward with the mentality… “A Black Belt is A White Belt Who Never
Quit.”

Before I end, I’d like to say a big thank you to my family, especially to my parents, my
sister, and my girlfriend who have been the most amazing support system I could ever
ask for. I know I would not be who I am today or standing here today if it weren’t for
all the advice and guidance they have given me. 

Thank you to everyone here for your support and for the opportunity to serve as your
NYCSHP President! I am looking forward to a great and fun upcoming year! 

Thank you!



2022 
NYCSHP Student Scholarship

 
 

Vanessa Xu, PharmD Candidate 2023
St. John's University College of Pharmacy and

Health Sciences
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The NYCSHP Student Scholarship is awarded
to one NYCSHP student member in their last

two professional years who submitted the best  
essay to describe what a pharmacy leader is

with examples of their leadership experiences
during pharmacy school. 

 



Dr. Mathew Li, PharmD, BCPS, BCCCP
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYCSHP established the New Practitioner
Scholarship in September 2020 to recognize an

exemplary new practioner (<5 years in
practice). This year, we asked applicants to
submit a video highlighting their role on an

inter-professional team and how their
contributions advance patient care.

 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 
NYCSHP New Practitioner Scholarship

 
 



Dr. Stephen Eng, PharmD, BCOP
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYCSHP established the New Practitioner
Award in 2016 to recognize an exemplary new

practitioner (<5 years in practice) who has
made significant contributions to the Society,
the profession, and who, through professional

practice and activities has promoted the
mission of NYCSHP. 

 
 
 
 
 

2022 
NYCSHP New Practitioner Achievement

Award
 
 



Christa Clay, CPhT-Adv, CVA
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYCSHP established this award in 2016 to
recognize a pharmacy technician who has

made major contributions to the expanding
role of the pharmacy technician, the profession

of pharmacy, and the association. 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 
NYCSHP Pharmacy Technician Award

 
 



2022 
NYCSHP Pharmacy Advocacy Award

 
 

Dr. Shanice Coriolan, PharmD, BCPS
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYCSHP established the Pharmacy Advocacy
Award in 2017 to recognize an exemplary

member who has made significant
contributions to the Society and profession

through commitment to pharmacy advocacy
on the local, state, and/or federal level and
through active participation and leadership

within the New York City Grassroots Advocacy
Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 



2022 
NYCSHP Harriet Ellis Healthcare Equity

Award
 
 

Dr. Elsen Jacob, PharmD, MS, BCPS, BCGP, CPPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Healthcare Equity Award was established in
September 2020 by the NYC chapter to honor a
member(s) of the city society who has made a 

 significant contribution or effort to reduce
healthcare disparities in the NYC area. The award

is named in honor of NYCSHP Past President
Harriet Ellis (1982-1983).

 
 
 
 



Rosario (Russ) Lazzaro, MS, RPh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Award of Merit was established in 1967 by
NYCSHP to honor an individual for significant
contributions, which have had a positive effect

on the practice of hospital pharmacy in the
metropolitan New York area. As of 2004, this

award has been renamed the Joel Yellin Award
of Merit, in honor of his devotion to the

practice of pharmacy and the New York City
and New York State associations.  

 
 

2022 
NYCSHP Joel Yellin Award of Merit

 
 



Dr. Yi Guo, PharmD, BCIDP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Harold Neham Memorial Award was
established in 1982 by the NYCSHP to honor a

member of the society who has made a
significant contribution to the literature

and/or professional meetings promoting the
profession of hospital pharmacy or improving
hospital pharmacy services. This award was

named after Harold Neham, the first president
of NYCSHP. 

 
 

2022 
NYCSHP Harold Neham Award of Merit

 
 



PAST PRESIDENTS 
NEW YORK CITY SOCIETY OF HEALTH-

SYSTEM PHARMACISTS

1956-57 Harold Neham
1957-58 Harold Neham
1958-59 Norman Baker
1959-60 Arthur Dodds

1960 April Leo Blackman
1960 June Albert Kossler

1961-62 Albert Kossler
1962-63 Joel Yellin
1963-64 Joel Yellin

1964-65 Robert Leventhal
1965-66 Gilbert Simon
1966-67 Gilbert Simon
1967-68 Bernard Mehl
1968-69 Bernard Mehl

1969-70 George Goldstein
1970-71 Eugene Mills

1971-72 Robert Feinberg
1972-73 Ronald Post
1973-74 Marvin Lew

1974-75 Eleanor Schleider
1975-76 Mary Link Bishop
1976-77 Michael Morrone

1977-78 Seymour Katz
1978-79 Harry Hicks

1979-80 Dorothy Testa
1980-81 David Adelman

1981-82 Diane Gerbauckas
1982-83 Harriet Ellis

1983-84 Michael Better
1984-85 Harvey Maldow
1985-86 Richard Zeitoun

1986-87 Bruce Kaye
1987-88 Anthony Pramberger

1988-89 Barry Goldstein

1989-90 Ray Gizienski
1990-91 Catherine Dow

1991-92 Anne Sorrentino
1992-93 Michael Barrone

1993-94 John Manzo
1994-95 Frank Sosnowski

1995-96 Ted Friedman
1996-97 Abby Rosen
1997-98 Jean Tang

1998-99 Vincent Giambanco
1999-00 Frances Jordan

2000-01 Jennie Kopystianskyj
2001-02 Vickie Powell

2002-03 Darren Culshaw
2003-04 Danielle Longo

2004-05 Heather LaCorte
2005-06 Bernadette Ellegard

2006-07 Catherine Tom-Revzon
2007-08 Emmanuel Palmero

2008-09 Leila Tibi
2009-10 Joe Pinto

2010-11 Monica Mehta
2011-12 Kwaku Marfo

2012-13 Elizabeth Palillo
2013-14 Mary Choy

2014-15 Amisha Arya
2015-16 Yi Guo

2016-17 Jason Babby
2017-18 Karen Berger
2018-19 Charrai Byrd

2019-20 Maabo Kludze
2020-21 Harshal Shukla
2021-22 Jamie Chin-Hon



 
Find us on Facebook/Twitter

@NYCSHP
 

Follow us on Instagram
@officialnycshp

 
Tag us on social 

#nycshp
 

https://nycshp.org/
 

GET SOCIAL WITH US!


